Emerging Scholars Program (ESP)      –                Mathematics Fall 2004

General Information

Lecture:
M 408C,  MWF 11 - 12,  PHR 2.108


Instructor: Dr. Oscar Gonzalez

Discussion Section:   
M 210E,  Unique #58335,  TThF 2 – 4,  RLM 5.112



Assistant Instructor: 
Katja Mallmann




mallmann@math.utexas.edu




RLM 11.154, 475-8595



Office Hours: M 1:30 – 3, F 9 – 10 and by appointment



Student Assistants: Eric Canales, Vanessa Mena

ESP Study Room: 
Sunday 6 p.m –  9 p.m.; Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. – 9 p.m.




Location: somewhere in PAI – ask in the ESP office!

Description

The Emerging Scholars Calculus Workshop will take the place of the regular discussion sections. Our main goal is to provide you with a more personal and more intensive calculus experience than the format and expectations of the traditional sections allow. 

Therefore, this workshop has been designed as a small class (currently 15 students) centered around tackling challenging problems and using mainly the help of your fellow students to find and improve solutions. 

Your commitment is vital to your and our success! In order to make the workshop as efficient as possible for yourself, you will need to put in a lot of extra work and time, probably at least 10 hours outside of lecture and discussion section. The workshop will be most rewarding to you if you study the current material before the corresponding lecture, so when you come to the workshop you will have seen the basic material twice already.

Attendance

The worksheets will be tailored towards understanding and applying the current lecture material. Thus, attendance of both the lectures and the workshops is extremely important for your success in calculus! (Remember the research Dr. Treisman has done or my quote of another math syllabus at our first meeting.)

The student assistants will take note of your attendance and no more than three absences will be allowed throughout the semester. This policy also includes special seminars and other ESP events that are usually scheduled on Fridays as well as the review session that will be held outside of class. As our success is based on group work and in a team every member and every minute each member contributes makes a difference, we will count anything more than a 5 minute tardiness as half an absence.

If for some inevitable reason you will not be able to attend a workshop you should make great effort to let me know one day in advance or at least send a message to class with a friend. You will still be expected to complete the worksheet for that missed day.

Homework

Practice problems will be assigned at each lecture but generally not addressed in the workshops. Your first and most valuable resource in solving them is collaboration with other ESP members. If your study group gets stuck, though, do not hesitate to come to my or Dr. Gonzalez’s office hours and we will be more than happy to help.

Although homework will not be collected nor graded for the class in general, we feel that working and writing up the solutions is so essential to your doing well in the course that the student assistants will be collecting and scanning your work. All of the previous week’s assignments will be due at the beginning of class every Tuesday. To earn credit for this ESP class you must turn in at least 75% of the homeworks.

You are expected to have your solutions completed when you come into class. This is why I scheduled my office hours for Friday mornings and Monday afternoons. (As a suggestion: the last couple of sememsters I always had a bunch of students come during my office hours, sit in the conference room or hallway together to work on the homework so that I would be right at hand in case they needed a hint.)

If a homework problem appears to be extremely challenging for most of you, please let me know right before the beginning of discussion and we might be able to spend the first 10 minutes on that.

Reviews

There is a quiz or an exam almost every other week. Before each of these, a group of 2 – 4 students will prepare a review sheet and lead a review session outside of discussion time. We will decide about time and place for those next week and I will have a sign-up sheet ready then. Every ESP student is required to be part of the review team at least once during the semester.

Test Corrections

At most a week after those quizzes or exams have been returned to you, I would like for you to present me a correction of the problems that you did not get right. As opposed to the multiple choice setting of the actual tests, you will need to write out a solution and comment with one or two sentences on what your original mistake was.

Certainly, if  you make a perfect score you will not have to do any additional work.

Additional Remarks

The student assistants will make a list with the names, email addresses and phone numbers of the ESP members soon so you and I have all the valuable contact information at hand. Please make sure that your information is correct and up to date so you do not miss important messages!

You do not need to bring the heavy textbook to discussion nor your calculators. Remember that neither of them will be allowed for the tests either.

This is my first time as an assistant instructor with ESP. So please help me make it a good and worthwhile learning experience for both you and me by providing lots of feedback like making suggestions on how to improve the workshop, asking questions and sharing your ideas. If you come across a fun calculus or math-related problem, brain teaser or such that you find interesting, feel free to suggest it to me and I will try to put it on one of the worksheets.

Here again the requirements that you will have to meet in order to pass this ESP class:

· attend all lectures, workshops and reviews: 

      no more than 3 absences, tardiness = ½ absence

· complete at least 75% of homework, due Tuesdays

· come to my office hours at least once

· be part of a review team at least once 

· turn in test corrections after each quiz and exam

· do an additional student project (you will get more info about this soon).

HAVE A GREAT SEMESTER (
